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INTERNATIONAL GAMES 

Fang Bao – A game from China 

In many places around the world, children do not expect to get toys on their birthdays.  Children 
create their own toys to play different games.  Fang Bao is one of these games.  A fang bao is made 
using origami, the art of paper-folding.  Origami is a Japanese word, literally meaning to fold (oru) 
paper (kami). 

You will need 

 2 players 
 10 sheets of paper per person (14x21cm) 
 Electrical tape or chalk 

How to make your Fang Bao 

To play, each person needs 5 fang bao.  One fang bao is made with 2 sheets of paper. 

1. To make a fang bao, fold both pieces of paper in half, lengthways.  Then, for each fold one 
side as a triangle (see figure A). 

2. Sit the 2 pieces of paper on top of each other as shown in figure B (horizontal paper on the 
bottom, vertical paper on the top).  Fold up the triangle on the right (also shown in figure B). 

3. Rotate the whole thing so it looks like figure C.  Fold along the dashed lines shown in figure 
C. 

4. Next, fold the bottom triangle up along the dashed line shown in figure D.  Fold the triangle 
on the right side along the other dashed line, and then tuck the point of it under at the 
dotted line (as shown in figure D) 

5. Your fang bao should look like the one in figure E. 

 

A. B.                           C.                      D.                        E. 
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Toma Todo – A game from Mexico 

Toma Todo means ‘take all’.  This game is played in Mexico by both adults and children.  They use a 
six sided top called a pirinola. 

You will need 

 Three or more players 
 1 toothpick, cardboard to make a hexagon shape, a ruler, scissors and pencil to make the 

pirinola 
 10 counters (bean, buttons, stones etc) per person 
 Blu-tack or sticky tape 

How to make a Pirinola 

1. With a ruler, draw a hexagon shape on your cardboard.  Each side should be 4cm long. 
(see figure A) 

2. Draw lines between opposite corners to make ‘pie segments’ (see figure B) 
3. In each segment write one of these Spanish terms: 

 
Spanish term Meaning in English 
Toma Uno Take One 
Toma Dos Take Two 
Toma Todo Take All 
Pon Uno Put One 
Pon Dos Put Two 
Todos Ponen Put All (i.e. all players put 2 

counters in the pot) 
 

4. To finish your pirinola, push the toothpick through the middle of the hexagon shape (see 
figure C).  Secure the toothpick with Blu-tack or sticky tape. 
 
 A. B. C. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

          Insert toothpick here 
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Stepoo – A game from India 

Stepoo is a game that comes from India.  It is similar to the game of Hopscotch. 

What you need 

 2-8 players 
 1 flat stone or rock 
 Chalk or a stick to mark playing areas 

How to play 

1. Mark out the playing area with chalk or with a stick (see figure A) and get the players in 
order. 

2. Standing at the throwing line at the foot of the playing area, the first person throws the 
stone into block 1, then hops over block one and land one foot in block 2.  Then they hop 
from block 2 to block 3 before hopping and landing with one foot in block 4 and one foot in 
block 5.  The person must then jump and land with 1 foot in block 6, before hoping and 
landing one foot in block 7 and one foot in block 8. 

3. The person then needs to jump and turn around and make their way back to block 2.  
Standing on one foot in block 2, they must bend down and pick up the stone, then jump over 
block 1 to the throwing line. 

4. The player must then stand at the starting line again and throws the stone into block 2.  
They jump along the playing area again, as described in step 2.  They keep going until they 
throw the stone in block 8 and they win or until they go ‘out’. 

5. A person goes out of they 
 Throw the stone in the wrong block 
 Lose balance and fall or step on a line 
 Jump on the block with the stone in it 

 

 

A. 
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Darma – A game from Macedonia 

Darma is a game from Macedonia, in Eastern Europe.  It was very popular in villages and townships.  
The darma board was probably drawn in the dirt or sand and the game played with different 
coloured pebbles. 

You will need 

 2 players or 2 teams 
 A4 paper or cardboard, black marker and ruler to make the darma board 
 18 stones, buttons, coins etc. Of 2 different colours (i.e. 9 of each colour) 

How to make a Darma board 

1. Using the ruler and marker, draw 3 concentric squares on the paper or cardboard. 
2. Join each square with lines going through to the inside square (see figure A) 

How to play 

1. Each player or team gets 9 pieces (i.e. stones, buttons or coins) of a different colour. 
2. The object of the game is to get 3 of your pieces lined up in a row. 
3. In turn, each player or team places a piece on the point of any intersecting lines on the 

board, one at a time, until all pieces have been placed. 
4. As stones are laid on each intersection, players need to keep alert and place their stone to 

block their opponent from getting a ‘three’ called tritsa. 
5. If a tritsa is made, then that person is allowed to take a piece from the opponent. 
6. Once all of the pieces are laid, each player takes a turn to slide one stone along the line to 

the next intersection to try and make a tritsa. 
7. Once a player is down to three stones, they are allowed to jump to any intersecting line on 

the board. 
8. The game is over when one player has less than 3 stones left. 

Tip 

The trick is to think ahead about where you place your stones and try to set up different possible 
plays to get the tritsa.  It’s a good idea to place your stones across each of the squares (the inner, 
middle and outer squares). 

 A. 
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